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Introduction to Session 3: Virtual Luncheon Session to Discuss ITBE 
Student Project Ideas 
Prof. Peter Smirniotopoulos 
The SITIE2020 Symposium is an integral component of Professor Smirniotopoulos’s 
course, Innovating the Built Environment: How the Law Responds to Disruptive Change (ITBE). 
To provide an early feedback loop for his ITBE students, each was required to make a five-minute 
presentation in this SITIE2020 Session 3 of their project proposal ideas for the course. Session 3 
allowed ITBE students to present and receive feedback on their ideas.   
The overall goal of SITIE is to give students the opportunity to work with faculty while 
confronting real-world policy issues and immersing themselves in the theory and practice of 
counseling businesses or becoming entrepreneurs and innovators themselves. Each project in the 
ITBE course is meant to encourage and support students in exploring real-world issues and/or 
opportunities presented in the built environment, proposing practical policy and implementable 
solutions.   
In order to make the presentation of these student project proposals as meaningful as 
possible, Prof. Smirniotopoulos enlisted the assistance of three members of the Seattle University 
School of Law faculty to serve as an expert panel. The members of that expert panel were:  
Steven Bender Associate Dean for Planning and Strategic Initiatives & Professor 
Seattle University School of Law 
Lead Author, Modern Real Estate Finance and Land Transfer: A 
Transactional Approach, 6th Ed. (Wolters Kluwer/Aspen Casebook 
2018) 
Timothy Harris Assistant City Attorney, City of Seattle, Seattle, WA, and 
Adjunct Professor, Seattle University School of Law 
& 
Paul A. Swegle Adjunct Professor, Seattle University School of Law; 
General Counsel, Observa (and numerous other start-ups), and 
Author, Swegle, Paul A., Startup Law and Fundraising for 
Entrepreneurs and Startup Advisors, Business Law Seminar Group, 
LLC, Seattle, WA (July 23, 2020), ISBN-13: 978-0578236704 
After each student presenter, the expert panel offered feedback for the students to consider 
incorporating into their projects in advance of the following week, in which the ITBE course 
schedule allowed them the maximum opportunity to pursue the research and writing necessary to 
flesh-out their project ideas and have one-on-one sessions with Prof. Smirniotopoulos. The Final 
Report for each of these student projects is provided as part of Appendix A of this report. By 
reviewing the following summaries of each student’s project proposal ideas presented during 
Session 3 of the SITIE2020 Symposium, juxtaposed to their respective Final Reports, readers may 
better understand and appreciate how the ITBE course was structured and conducted to promote 
the evolution of these ideas. 
